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The death of Yazathingyan was a capital event.
When all was said, his presence had insured the
integrity of the country. Queen Saw realised how
grave was the loss; she also perceived that the whole
weight of government now rested on her shoulders.
Her position, however, was extremely delicate. It was
becoming gradually apparent that Narathihapate was a
pathological case. His inner knowledge that he was un-
able to cope with the problems of his high station made
him increasingly determined to prove that he was a big
man, who could not be trifled with, of whom people
were afraid, who knew what was best. How could she
guide such a man, wondered the Queen. The very fact
that he had a profound respect for her judgment made
him paradoxically the more eager to assert himself. If
events moved in a normal pattern, it might be possible
to carry on, but if any sort of a serious crisis developed,
her task would be hopeless.
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